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In {yresumitig to publish the foUomng 
work, I trust you will believe, I am not in- 
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in dedicating it to you, I am actuated only 
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you, that I should not have obtruded myself 
on the notice of the public> in this foi*m, had 
I not firmly believed, that your time was too 
much occupied in your official duties, to en- 
able you to publish those improvements 
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PREFACE. 



Af»r the many systems of Short Hand 
Writing which have already been put forth to 
the world, each purporting to be superior to 
all former works of the kind, it may need 
fiome apology^ on my part for adding to th^ 
number ; I trust, however, that I shall easily 
overcome any difficulty of this nature by 
stating, that after fifteen years most extensive 
practice in Mr. Gumey's office, and in some 
of those cases which have been of the ^*eatest 
public importance, I have felt the most per- 
fect conviction of the superiority of that, 
which I am now in the course of publishing; 
a conviction arising, not from any speculative 
comparison with other systems, but from the 
well known fact, that during the whole 
period which I have named, those persons 
who have practised Mr. Gumey's system. 
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have^universally been deemed the most per- 
feet in the art. 

Many objections have been made to Mr. 
Gumey's system, on account of the number 
of arbitrary characters introduced therein ; 
tbe number in the followiBg irbtk will be 
found about equal, though Cliseblially dif- 
.ferent : but a little insight mt4 the Wt 
ynM eopvince the pupil^ that it is by tb^ilr 
WS^sm a very iniportant facility iis givefl^ Co 
tb^ expefienqed writeary. «Ad thdt they iuttfe- 
riiaUy.iidd to the biteut^ of the trrMtig; 
t)9>ug)i at the mvm time^itii^ not 4br<9iuttely 
neeesgftry, tfa^t Ibey >houM be ihtrbduc#dt «t 
^11^, $xp^p$ jso far as : they m^ alDl*e^ eftfeily 
qifude tliAn ^e ti^rds .th«mselvei3 vheii wrltt^ 
agg^rd^g/ ,to jtW £9iort Ifend alptestJb^, ^d 
are:gi^(p^|apa^ mtih^r-fwaiat^ T%ey 
Q^^i#$(}y j(V^ 9UfK^ tke liiielc &iid teii|^ 
l|;^9i^^ coiniiRias^: md^wmin^oflisiy to be feund in 
majoy other s^fit^ms^ and ;(thich arb ttery 
likely ^jto mislead, and morfe difficult ill their 
transcription. 
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These considerations have induced me to 
lay this improved, and I may say perfect 
work, before the public ; and I trust that I 
may be allowed to express a hope, that, as it 
has acquired a very considerable celebrity in 
the law, by the preference shewn to those 
writers who use it, so it will not be found 
wanting of that attention from clergymen, 
dissenting ministers, and their congregations, 
and also from the scholastic profession, to 
which it is so justly entitled. 
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The same character being made to express 
A S and Z> the a must be struck upwards^ 
the s and z downwards. As the a is never 
written singly^ the succeeding character will 
at first view shew which letter is intended to 
be expressed. In the same way the e and the 
i much resemble each other ; but the e is 
struck from the bottdm^ and the i from the 
top. When the letter r does not begin a 
word, it is expressed by a stroke upwards, of 
which ttiere are several specimens in the 
second column of the first page. The long s 
is only to be used at the beginning and end 
of words ; the circle is not to be written for ^ 
at the beginning of a word, except when / 
immediately follows ; and never at the end of 
a word, where it wo^ld stand for ing or ong. 

To the first part of this general rule, how- 
ever, there are exceptions, which it is highly 
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necessary to mention ; first, that in all words 
ending with cewe^ as recdve (X), or deceive 
(^), and in Wras^ eliding witli sing or cing, 
as enhancing ( j^), the long s is to be used. 
SoJn the wwd Mtii^ing (>ff ), eidMhif ^), 
Bfid in all ethJsr wbrds whett two fbltowin^ 
syHaibles require! twds'^U} hfd t^ptibs&e&. 
When s imine^nbdy fol&cm& r> It 'i^mlA bt 
writtfen thus (f) Mt./i^) Mm; >• •' 

rllie foUdirijig p&g^ feoitiaiif tite wbot^ 
theory of tie art.- Ttfe alptidb^ i^dfald be 
got perf!^ctly in mefiiof^; dnAklm tfie wot*dd 
which the letters Btanift^for whki wr^ singly. 
The next colulnn is djiki^ed to giVe an i<klft 
of Jomiiig the lettete^ and of spelling words 
aoQorQinjl to AiiM BfMim. 

r^Ori the BeeoniiiNhg^ tlid fa»@thod <$f ^}>ted^ 
sio^ the VvwdU ift idi«wii : Ix&te tlte mAcas ^y 
tn rto be :got In: mcrtnbryi <^ iAifibt tetnd 
6hdi»ete^ being^. nierely 1)l«UErti-d4Jh^ H!tf fh^ 
rake, r In the^'fe^lling 6f wof ds no fiai^t&illa^ 
r<^d is UEttlto the riMaimog tft c^iAitting 
rbifeh, but Sudi letters only are madi use of 
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(whether vowels or consonants)^ as convey by 
their sound a competent idea of the word 
designed. The further, however, any person 
is advanced by practice and experience, the 
more concisely he will write. The same 
characters may frequently form two different 
words; as for instance, despise and dispose, 
(^), will stand for either word ; but in eyery 
such case, the context will at once distinguish 
for which of these words the contraction 
stands. 

The double r is a useful character, and is 
turned in every instance, as shewn by the 
arbitrary characters for error and nearer. 

In erasing a single word, it is necessary to 
draw two lines through it, thus, (^iiy); if 

fl 

several words are meant to be obliterated, a 
single line through them all is sufficient ; and 
it will at once be seen, that no attention need 
be paid to the thickness or thinness of the up 
or down characters. 
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saw Simn and Andru s hrothr citing a net nto 
the sea fr they wr Mrs 

17. j4nd he said uto Mm cm ye cfler me 
and I wl mc u to bcm fshrs of van 

18. And stratwa th^ frsoc thv nets and 
flod m 

19. And wn e had gon a Itl frtr tknse saw 
Jams fAe son^Zebede and Jons brother wo 
also wr n the sh^ mndtn^ thr nets 

20. And stratwa e eld thm and they lift thr 
fedhr Zebede n the sh^ wth the bird srants and 
wnt after m 

21 . And they wnt nto Cpmaum and stratwa 
o tfie sabedh da e ntrd nto the synagog and 
tat 

22. And they wr astmAd t s doctrine fir e 
tat f^em s o that had aihrity and nt s the 
scribs 

23. And thr ws n Mr synagog a mn wth an 
ucln ^in/ ani^ he crid t 

24. Saii^ It s alon wt Aavc we to do wth 
thee tho j of T^asaxth and e crid rt Mo cm to 
dstroy s / no thee wo Mo rt the oly o of God 
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the peclr lot of or admrai/e sstm of laws to 
b nglcfd amd even unon by 1 b o prctcl prfxn 
tho bit tipon the rndstjimndathns and aprovd 
by the xpms of ags 

Far b t frm me to da*ogat firm the study 
of the sivl law cnsdrd (aprt fim ny bndm^ 
BihtUtf), 8 a clxn of ritn rsn. No mn » mr 
thorly prswded of the gnti xins qf U nils a«rf 
<^ usl eqify oft% dsns nr d betr ^vn^d of 
ts U8 g wl s omment to Me scolr the divn fAe 
statsmn anii even the cmn laiyr. b we mst nt 
cry or venrsn so far 8 to sacrfis or Alfred and 
EdtMri/ to /Ae hms ^Tlieodoss and JstindQ. 
We mgt lit prfir the edctef the pratr or the 
ncrptqfthe Romn mprr to or o immrl estms 
or the 8hxii8 ff an nghh Piimnt ids we en 
al80 prfir the dspotc mnrcy ^ Reitt qod 
Byzntinm fi* wos meredins the ftmt wr clolatd 
to the jfre cnstitn <f Britn which the lata r 
adoptd to prpetuat. 

Wthot detrctin^ thvft fi-om the i4 mrit 
which abends n the mperl law / op / ma have 
ler to asrt thet f an nghhmn mst b ignorant 
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ofithr the o or the othr e had betr b a stmgr 
to the Romn /An the nglish nstitsns fr / /Ank 
t an udaiable pssil that a cmpetnt nolg of the 
laws of that societj/ n which we liv s /Ae propr 
a^mpbAfTi of every gntlmii atid scolr « AigfAly 
usfiil / had almst ^aicl eftntl pit of Ubtl and 
polit edd^ mdn Ms/m Wftmtd by the xmpl 
qfhisnt ftom irr c^ Sifero nfhttd i?Ae t^cry 
boys wr oblgd to lerft ^Ae 12 tahles by rt s a 
cfitKiii tii^Kiiih w tidBpnfnble ten to mprhit o 
iAf ftidr tnndti an erly nolg €5^ tt^ laws onrf 
cnstitsn of thv entry. 

B 8 Mef fo^^ afli? ttt?ersl ttgidt of ths sttidy 
w/A is n ttghid sms fi dm dgr e to el fx fue^an 
Me truf A of ths evident pssn t shall Mrfr b Me 
bsii« ^ th^ tttrodctiy dscts n ihe first plfe to 
dmnstmt /A^ntl% of^ta gnrl aqntns wfA fAe 
munsipl law <f the land by pinting t ts parti- 
cular uss n 1 cnsdr(ibl0 ntnstkB tf If. Sm 
cnj<Mtrs Wl /Alt b ofrd wtA rgr d to M* caW o/* 
uglctift^ /As tisfl sttidy to iDUch wl b ml^md 
cL ftt rilxns o the ]()edf pfopre^fy ^j/" i*eiriVf»^ t 
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cast a damp upon the &rther progress of thiii 
most usejful and most rational branch of 
learning ; and may defeat for a time the 
public-spirited design of our wise and muni- 
ficent benefactor. And this he must more 
especially dread, when he feels by cixperience 
how unequal his abilities are (unassisted by 
preceding examples) to complete^ in the 
manner he could wish/ so- extensive and ar- 
duous a task; since he freely confesses, that 
his former more private attempts have fallen 
very short of his own ideas of perfection. 
And yet the candour he has already experi- 
enced, and this last transcendant mark of re- 
gard, his present nomination by the firee and 
unanimous suffrage of a great and learned 
University, (an honour to be ever relmembered 
with the deepest and most affectionate grati- 
tude) these testimonies of your public judg- 
ment must entirely supersede his own, and 
forbid him to believe himself totally insuffi- 
cient for the labour at least of his employ- 
ment. One thing he will venture to hope for 
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and it certainly shall be bis constant aim^ by 
diligence and attention to atone for his other 
defects ; esteeming that the best ]^tnm> which 
he can possibly make for your favorable opi- 
nion of his capacity, will be his imwe^ed 
endeavours in some little degree to deserve it. 
The science thus committed to his charge, 
to be cultivated, methodized, and explaioied 
in a course of academical lectures, is that of 
tte laws and constituticmof our own country: 
a apecies bf knowledge, in which the O^tiLe- 
men of England havebem more r^n;iarkably 
d^ient than those of €tU Europe besides. In 
most <tf the nations on the ^ntment, where 
the Civil or Imperial Law und^ different 
modifications is closely interwoven witli the 
municipal laws of ti^e land, no gentleman, or 
at least no scholar, tibinks his^uca^iiQn is 
completed, till he has aittended a course or 
two a( kctures, both upon the Institutes of 
Jnstisiaan, aand the local constituti<ms of jbis 
nsutive Boal, nander the very eminent professors 
that abound in their sei^ral Universities. 

D 
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And in the northern parts of our own Island^ 
where also the municipal laws are frequently 
connected with the civil, it is difficidt to 
meet with a person of liberal education, who 
is destitute of a competent knowledge in that 
science ; which is to be the guardian in his 
natural rights, and the rule of his civil con- 
duct. 

Nor have the imperial laws been totally 
neglected even in the English nation. A ge- 
neral acquaintance with their decisions has 
ever been deservedly considered as no small 
accomplishment of a gentleman ; and a fashion 
has prevailed, especially of late, to transport 
the growing hopes of this island to foreign 
universities, in Switzerland, Germany, and 
Holland; which, though infinitely infe- 
rior to our own in every other consideration, 
has been looked upon as better nurseries of 
the civil, or (which is nearly the same) of 
their own municipal law. In the mean time 
it has been the peculiar lot of our admirable 
system of laws, to be neglected, and even un- 
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known, by all but one practical profession ; 
though built upon the soundest foundations, 
and approved by the experience of ages. 

Far be it from me to derogate from the 
study of the civil law, considered (apart 
from any binding authority) as a collection of 
written reason. No man is more thoroughly 
persus^ed of the general excellence of its 
rules^ and the usual equity of its decisions, 
nor is better convinced of its use, as well as 
ornament to the scholar, the divine, the 
statesman, and even the common lawyer. 
But we must not carry our veneration so far 
a& to sacrifice our Alfred and Edward to the 
names of Theodosius and Justinian : we must 
not prefer the edict of the praetor, or the re- 
script of the Roman Emperor, to our own 
immemorial customs, or the sanctions of an 
English Parliament ; unless we can 'also pre- 
fer the despotic monarchy of Rome and By- 
zantium, for whose meridians the former 
were calculated, to the free constitution of 
Britain, which the latter are adapted to per- 
petuate. 
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Without detracting, therefore, from the 
real merit which aboandB in Ujie im|ieriid lam, 
I hope I may have leave to assert, that if aa 
EngUshman tiittet be ignoraait of dther the 
one Of the other, he had better be a Granger 
to the Rmian than the English imtitntiofuk 
IV>r I think it an nndeniable position, that a 
competent knotdedge of the laws of t)iftt so- 
ciety in which y^ live, is the proper acecnn- 
plishment bf every gentleman and scholar; 
an highly nsefiil, I had almost said essmtial 
part of liberal and polite education. And in 
this I am warranted by the example of an- 
cient Rome ; where, as Cicero informs us, the 
very boys were obliged to leam the twelve 
tables by heart, as a carmen necessaritan^ or 
indispensable lesson, to imprint on their ten- 
der minds an early knowledge of the laws and 
constituticm of their country. 

Bnt as the long and nnivetisal neglect of 
this sturdy, with trs in England, iseems in 
some degi^ to call in (juestion the truth tof 
this evident position, it shall therefore be the 
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business of this introductory discourse in the 
first place to demonstrate the utility of,some 
general acquaintance with the municipal law 
of the land^ by pointing out its particular 
uses in all considerable situations of life. 
Some conjectures will then be offered with 
regard to the causes of neglecting this useful 
study : to which will be subjoined a few re- 
flections on the peculiar propriety of reviving 
it in our own universities. 
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